Asking and Answering Questions and Staying on Topic
Conversation Topics
Directions: Topics are themes of conversation. When having a conversation with someone else, it is important to stay on topic. Read the sample conversations below and cross out the comments that are off-topic.

	Conversation Partners: Mike and Katherine

Setting and Context: Hanging out in a student lounge area 
Conversation Topic: Music 

Mike: “Hey Katherine, how’s it going?”
Katherine: “I’m good, thanks! How are you?”
Mike: “Oh you know, pretty good. I’m just hanging out.” 
Katherine: “Cool, me too! I see your headphones….what music have you been listening to recently?”
Mike: “I really like the new Justin Timberlake album.”
Katherine: “Oh yeah? I haven’t heard it yet. I mainly listening to free music on Pandora.”
Mike: “I like Pandora too.”
Katherine: “I worked 14 hours at my job this week.”


	Conversation Partners: James and Kyron
Setting and Context: Bowling together at a bowling alley

Conversational Topic: Weekend plans

James: “Way to go, Thomas, you got a strike!”
Kyron: “Thanks, yeah this is fun. What are you doing this weekend? Want to go bowling again?” 
James: “Yeah, probably. Let me just check my calendar, and I’ll let you know, okay?” 
Kyron: “Okay sounds good.” 
James: “Hamburgers are my favorite food.” 
Kyron: “I’d like to go bowling again because I want to get a better score.” 
James: “You’re already bowling really well today.” 
James: “Yeah, but there’s always room for improvement.” 


	Write or draw what someone who is not interested in the current conversation topic might look like, below:



What are some times that are okay to change topics? What are some times that are not okay to change topics?  Put your ideas in the T-chart below:  

	When it’s okay to change topics:
	When it’s not okay to change topics:

	 
	 


There are some conversation topics that are almost always okay or appropriate (e.g., the weather), while there are other conversation topics that are almost always sensitive in nature (e.g., politics). Write some examples of both appropriate and sensitive conversation topics below. 

	Appropriate conversation topics
	Sensitive conversation topics
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